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“Cleaning & greening” vacant lots: 29% reduction in 

firearm assaults in cluster RCT (Philadelphia)

• Similar results in Flint, MI
Branas et al, PNAS (2018)

Heinze et al, Am J Community Psychol (2018)



Busy Streets Theory (2015)
UMich: Zimmerman PI



More environment-focused interventions:

• Require owners make housing repairs 

(e.g. doors, windows)

• Demolish abandoned buildings

• Increase tree cover

• Alter roadways (cul-de-sacs)

• Business improvement districts

• “Safe Passage” routes to school



Temporary lighting around public housing: 

37% reduction in nighttime outdoor crimes 

in block RCT (NYC)
Chalfin et al 2018

Compare with…
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Summary

• Cycles of gun violence occur at the 

individual and community levels

• Interventions should address the multiple 

drivers of community gun violence risk

• Investments in physical spaces can 

contribute to reductions in gun violence
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