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1. On Sunday, January 25, 2022, Detective Ashley Daniels and I spoke with Burlington Firefighter
Nicholas Menkello at the Burlington Fire Station on Terrace Hall Ave. Nicholas had just
responded to the Lord Baron Apartments in Burlington and he made observations at the officer
involved shooting.

2. Nicholas was driving the firetruck, Engine 2. His understanding of the callout was to assist
Police for an unstable male with a knife. The firetruck turned right onto Baron Park Lane from
Middlesex Turnpike Ext, and Nicholas saw the Burlington Police Cruisers parked along the left
side curb. Nicholas saw a white male wearing sweatpants, socks, and a white hooded sweatshirt,
running. From Nicholas’ view this man was coming from his left to his right beginning in the area
of the Building 1 entrance. The man running was later identified as Paul Courtemanche. In
Courtemanche’s right hand, raised over his head, was what looked like a knife. Nicholas described
Courtemanche as running aggressively. Courtemanche appeared to run between the two police
cruisers. He then turned left behind the last cruiser toward the direction of Officer Aurise Medico.
Nicholas saw that Officer Medico was holding a shield and Courtemanche was charging at her.
Officer Medico was back pedaling and Courtemanche made it to roughly one foot away from her.
At that time, Officer Medico dropped her shield and fell backwards onto the ground. Nicholas also
saw Courtemanche fall down at this point. Nicholas did not recall seeing Officer Medico drawing
her firearm. The location of the shooting was approximately 40 yards away from Nicholas.
Nicholas heard what he thought was more than one gunshot, but he did not know how many. He
described the inside of the firetruck as being very loud.

3. After Officer Medico and Courtemanche fell, Nicholas parked the firetruck along the right side
curb. He retrieved a stretcher and blanket from the firetruck before approaching the scene.
Nicholas saw what he thought was a less lethal projectile on the ground while walking.
Courtemanche was face down and handcuffed. He was rolled onto his back, an exam for trauma
was performed, and trauma gauze was applied to Courtemanche’s head. Courtemanche was then
put onto a long board and placed on a stretcher for transport.

4. Nicholas saw a young black female by the entrance of Building 1. He described this person as
either oblivious or not fazed by the scene because she had her head down looking at a cellphone.
Besides noticing her presence, Nicholas did not see where the female came from or went to.
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