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| NTERVI EW OF PAUL DUNCAN ( phoneti c)

1/6/ 2011

Quest i ons: Li eut enant Forster
Questi ons: Deputy Chi ef Ferguson
Answer s: Paul Duncan

LT. FORSTER Hello. I1t’s Lieutenant
Edward Forster with the State Police, assigned to the
M ddl esex District Attorney’'s Ofice.

W' re at the Fram ngham Police
Departnent. |It’s Thursday, January 6, 2011,
approximately 4:05 in the afternoon.

We're here to conduct an interview of
O ficer Paul Duncan of the Fram ngham Police
Depart nent .

Al so here is Deputy Chief Ken Ferguson
wi th the Fram ngham Police Departnent; Oficer Dave
Carl o, union president for the Fram ngham Police
Departnment; Attorney Al an MDonal d, counsel for the
uni on.

W're here to conduct an interview
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regardi ng the circunstances of the death of Eurie A
Stanps, hom cide investigation. He lived at 26
Fountain Street. The shooting occurred there at the
sanme address, on January 5, 2011, at approximately
12: 30 in the norning.
(Forster) Oficer Duncan, | know that you re a nenber
of the SWAT Team |If you please take ne through the
events of that night, you renenber, when you were
called in and your function that night at the-- when
you were doing the warrant at 26 Fountain Street.
Okay. Sonetinme in the evening in January, or | should
say, the night of January 4'" sometime, | believe
around nine o' clock, or just after nine o’ clock-- |
can’t recall exactly what tinme the page had cone in--
| received a page fromthe Fram ngham Police
Departnment that stated sonmething to the matter of,
“All SWAT operators report to the police departnent at
el even o’ clock for a warrant service,” or sonething to
that affect. | don't recall exactly what it said.
Standardly, what we do at that point is call police
conmuni cations; |let themknow that we received the

page, so that they can forma list of the operators
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3
that are going to arrive. Right after | received
that, | called the police departnent. | |let them know
who | was. They said that they would put me on a |ist
that | had called. And sonetinme thereafter, | believe
sonmewhere around 9:45 in the evening, | |left nmy house
and canme to the police station here in Fram ngham
Once | got to the station here in Fram ngham probably
sonetinme around 10:15 or so, | came up to the |ocker
room went in, | shaved and took a shower, basically,

because | didn’t know what the m ssion was going to

be. I didn't knowif they were going to drop gas that
ni ght or whatnot. | hadn’t shaved in about a week, so
| won’'t get a seal. So that’s why | took the tine to

do that. Once | was done, you know, shaving and
showering, | got ny uniformready, ny standard SWAT
uniform Once was in that uniform | went downstairs
to the storage roomthat we keep our gear in, which is
in the basenent of the Fram ngham P.D., collected ny
duty-- nmy SWAT duty bag, which contains ny tactical
vest, knee pads, el bow pads, hel met, goggles, gloves,
ammuni tion for ny handgun, as well as ny long rifle,

two pairs of handcuffs, gas mask and a flashlight.
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4
Once | got all that, | also collected the bag with ny
long rifle init.
When you say-- just stop for a second. What technical
issued long rifle?
| believe it’s an M.
And W47
| believe it’s an M.
And that’s the weapon that you used when you did the
operation that night? You don’'t use your sidearnf
The M4 is what you--
Correct. Yeah.
Ckay.
That’ s the standard-- we’'re not all issued one
particular rifle. There are sone of us that have, you
know, technically, what woul d be classified as sub-
machi ne guns, shotguns, and the long rifles. W have
snipers. But that is my particular issue weapon.
Once | collected that, took that equi pnent to the
second-floor roll call room which is standardly where
we neet. Once | was there, there were ot her SWAT
operators that started to arrive. | don’t recall who

was in the roomat that particular tine. And that’s
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general ly when we do an equi pnent check. Basically, I
removed ny tactical equipnent fromny bag, nade sure
that my-- | had all ny flash bangs in the proper
spots, ny amunition was secure in the proper spots,
you know, ny handcuffs, everything, nade sure that was
all set. | plugged in ny radio; hooked that up to ny
tactical vest. | renoved ny long gun fromits hol der,
or fromthe case; nmade sure that was a proper-- nade
sure it |looked like everything was operating properly
on that.
Excuse ne. | have ignorance on the gun. Wen you get
ready with the I ong gun, do you have |ike-- ny weapon,
| have-- you know, |I’mgood to go. | don’t have to,
you know, jack. It’s ready to go if |I have to use it.
Is that the sanme thing? You have one that’s in the
chanber, so to speak? |Is that how they operate? |
don’t-- you know what |’ m sayi ng?
When you first-- well, the way that we do it is, when
we first renove it fromthe bag that it’s being held
in, there’s no rounds of ammunition that are in that
bag. That’s just a bag to keep it secured in

downstairs. On the outside of the bag, there are
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several holders that you can keep the nagazi nes for
that rifle in. W generally do not |oad that weapon.
That weapon does not have a nmagazine or a round
chanber in it until we are okay, we are |leaving the
facility nowto go into the operation. That’s when--
You do it?

-- we | oad- -

At the station?

At the station. That’'s when we | oad them up, make
sure they’'re secure to go, placed on safe and we

| eave.

And you have a safety too?

The weapons that we have now have a nmechanism [It’s
safe, sem -automatic and full automatic are the three
| evel settings on the rifles that we have now. And
once we arrived at the point where we were going to
depl oy, that weapon was | oaded, round chanbered and
set to safe upon leaving this facility. That’'s what
it was set at.

So it was good to go. You don’t have to worry about
anyt hi ng once you get to the place. It’s all--

Once we get to the place--
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It’s all good to go.

Yeah. Once we | eave here, when we’'re pulling out of
the parking lot, we’'re reading for our operation.
Ckay. Thanks. Sorry to disturb you.

No, not at all. Do you want nme to continue fromthe

spot | was at?

Yes.
Okay. Once | checked all ny equipnent, | felt that it
was all in properly working order, | did-- | went

t hrough ny bag, nmy rifle bag, and found that | had one
enpty magazine in it. W generally have between two
and three nagazi nes issued to us apiece for the SWAT
Team W recently, | believe it was last nonth, or it
coul d’ ve been the nonth before, | believe it was |ast
month, were at the range using our weapons. So this
particul ar magazi ne was not-- had not been rel oaded.

| had two that were. This particular one was not. At

that time, | took that enpty magazine. | went
downstairs. | got into the firearns room was able to
get a box of ammunition. | placed twenty-eight rounds

of that ammunition into ny rifle. At that tine,

went back upstairs, made sure that ny two nmagazi nes
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were on ny vest, and that round of ammunition that I
had just filled into that nmagazi ne was the one that
was going to be placed into ny weapon for that-- for
this particular mssion that night. Once that was
done, | believe, basically, what | did was, | sat in
the roomwaiting to find out, you know, what the
arrangenents for the m ssion were going to be.
Ceneral |y speaking, we, the operators, neet in that
room The commanders of the SWAT Team which would be
Deputy Davis, Lieutenant Downi ng, Sergeant Stuart and
Shawn Reilly, who was a team | eader, neet upstairs, up
in the mapping area of the police departnent. They
put their plan in-- that’s where they plan their
strategy. That’'s where they were. Then we basically
sit downstairs and just wait for themto cone down and
give us a briefing as to what jobs we will do, when we
will do it and what the mission’s going to be. At
sonme point, while sitting there, | believe it was
Oficer Reilly, cane in the roomand requested nyself
and O ficer Sheehan to go upstairs to mapping. Once
we went upstairs, | did neet up with-- Deputy Davis

was present, Lieutenant Downi ng, Sergeant Stuart and
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9
Oficer Reilly and then nyself and O ficer Sheehan.
Basically, | was advised at that tinme that | would be
breachi ng one of the doors, which, nost of the tine,
am a breacher. That’s generally been ny m ssion when
we deploy. Not always, but nore frequently than not.
O ficer Sheehan was al so advised that he would be a
breacher, as we were going to make a multiple entry on
two different doors.
So- -
(Unknown) Br eak.
(Forster) Break in the door.
A breacher on our team woul d be sonebody that’s going
to force entry in through a door.
Did you al ready know whi ch door you were going to do
it at that point?
No, that was--
kay.
At that particular time--
Just a heads up |ike?
Yeah. At that particular tine, | believe it was
Li eut enant Downi ng, was seated at the table. He had--

woul d be a | arge photograph, or a large-- it | ooked
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like a large digital photograph print off froma
conputer, of the front of the house that we were going
to conduct that operation on. At that tine,

Li eut enant Downi ng advi sed nme that nyself and O ficer
Sheehan that we woul d be breaching. He advised ne
that this was the house that woul d be the subject of
our operation. He basically laid out to the both of
us what would essentially be a overview of the |ayup
once we entered the main door fromout, that brings
you just fromoutside, into the--

Hal | way |ike- -

-- into the common hallway, is how | would describe
it, of that particul ar address.

That’ s not considered a breach there. That’s--

Unl ess-- no, that wouldn’t be a breaching point unless
we arrived there and the door was | ocked. At that
time, that would becone the first breach. In that
case, | would be forced to take that door down and
then nove on to ny next location to breach ny-- what,
essentially, would be nmy secondary one at that point.

kay.
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He- - Li eutenant Downi ng advi sed us, at that tine,
that, upon entering that door, the main door to the
common hal | way, that hinself, | believe he said
M chael Sheehan, and O ficer O Toole, were to nove
directly, straight ahead, to that hallway to a door
He said that this door opens towards us. It does not
open into the apartnent. The reason that that’s
inportant for us is, as nenbers of the SWAT Team if
you’'re going to breach a door, you don’t use a
battering ramon a door that opens out towards you.
It’'s ineffective. Basically, you have to break
t hrough the entire door to get in, opposed to knocking
it open. At this tine, we spoke to-- you know, he
spoke to myself, O ficer Sheehan. Advised Oficer
Sheehan that he was going to have to use what is
called a halligan tool, which, essentially, is a
crowbar with a circular end. Essentially, what you do
is, you take the halligan tool, push it into the door
opposite the hinges. Soneone takes a sl edgehammer
hits that. You pry the door open. Lieutenant Downi ng
advi sed O ficer Sheehan that that would be his

responsibility. He would be the breacher of that
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particular door. Oficer O Toole, | believe, would be
his A breacher, which neans he would carry the
breachi ng tools on his back, in a backpack, and
Li eut enant Downi ng would fall in behind them and that
woul d be one el enent that nade entry into that
particular door. At that tine, Lieutenant Downi ng
advised nme that ny responsibility, upon entering the
property, would be a door imediately to ny right-hand
side. This door is-- | was advised that this door
opened inward, so that a battering ramwould be able
to be used on that. That door, to the best of their
know edge, opened up into sone type of living room
area. They were not sure if the door had anything in
front of it, like a couch or a chair, which we have
cone in contact before when breaching, you know, those
doors that enter into those types of roons. He
advised ne that it would be ny responsibility to nake
entry into that particular door.

You were by yourself then? No one else was going to
be with you on that door?
Yes, but | would be-- ny responsibility is to breach

it. Yeah. There should be team nembers--
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Behi nd you, whatever?
Yeah. The way that we’'re trained to do it is,
technically, I would nove up, take out the door, step
aside, drop the ram The stack, or the operators,
referred to as a stack, would nake entry. | should,
you know, at that point, follow directly behind them
and then we would clear that area that, you know, we
were sweeping to nmake sure that there’ s no-- you know,
no danger points in there. He-- at that tine, he
advised ne that Oficer Sebastian would be assisting
me. He would basically be standing by. Because we
did not know if there was sonething behind that door,
on the inside, like a couch or a large chair, Oficer
Sebastian was to stand by with me in the event that I
becane, you know, ny mnuscl es becane exhausted from
trying to ramthe door and it wasn't noving. He could
take the battering ramover and then he could, with a
fresh pair of nuscles, knock the rest of the door in
and we can nove in as a unit or as a stack, nothing
that we haven’'t done before. They didn’t get into the
rest of the mssion. They just said these were ny

specific area and Oficer Sheehan's specific area.
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Asked if we understood that. W said yes. At that
point, we were told to go back downstairs to nmake sure
t hat everybody col |l ected the proper equi pnent that
they were going to need, at that point, which, for ne,
woul d be the battering ram for Oficer Sheehan, a
hal I i gan tool; a backpack for Oficer O Toole to wear
wi th breaching tools. They did say that they were
going to have porters or what we could classify as a
rake-n-break teamon the A side and B side of the
bui | di ng, which would be the front. And if you were
standing in front of it, the A side would be the
front. The B side would be the left side of the
building if you were looking at it, and to make sure
we had rake-n-break tools to port the w ndows for

security purposes. Oficer Sheehan and | went back

downstairs. O ficer Sheehan, | believe, went out at
that point and collected-- | think Oficer Sheehan--
|’mnot sure if Oficer OToole did. |I'mpretty sure

he did. But I'"msure Oficer Sheehan made sure he had
the-- got the-- made sure he got the halligan.
remenber seeing the halligan up there. And |I'mpretty

sure that O ficer O Toole went and got the breaching
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pack. Once that was done, | believe | said to
sonebody there that, you know, nyself and O ficer
Sheehan were breaching. That’s why he was going to
get the pack. He came back up. | went outside to the
bl ue SWAT truck. W have two. W have one transport
truck, one utility truck that’s used for sone
transport, but nostly equi pnent. Went to that truck,
removed the small battering ram which | find nore
effective that the larger one, especially in tight
guarters. You get nore of a swing out of that,
opposed to a big one. | collected that out of the
truck; left | at the front of the SWAT truck, cane
back upstairs and, at that point, remained in the room
until the briefing started.
Then you had a briefing about, you know, what you were
going after, who coul d ve been there and their
backgrounds, and stuff like-- information |ike that?
At sonme point-- yeah-- at sone point, Deputy Davis was
there. Deputy Davis cane down. Lieutenant Downi ng,
Sergeant Stuart were there. The TEMS had arrived.
The tactical nmedics had arrived. Everybody who was

going to be deployed on this particul ar operation was
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in the room | believed-- | believe Deputy Davis said
to Detective Martinez, you know, “You ve been dealing,
you know, with this particular house. Could you give
us a brief rundown or a briefing on, you know, what
you know about this?” At that tine, Detective
Martinez went to the front of the roll call room
Once at the front of the roll call room | could see
that they had what appeared to be the sane | arge
picture that they had upstairs of the front of the
house. Also, with that picture, taped to the front of
the roll call room were three individual pictures of
three nen, taped either under it or directly next to
it, I can't recall. | think-- 1 actually think, just
before-- just before Detective Martinez spoke, or
whi | e he was speaki ng perhaps, Sergeant Stuart used
t he overhead board that we have there, the Smart
Board, and drew a rough di agram of what he thought the
interior may |l ook |ike and wote the sides of the A
B, Cand D side, so that everyone was clear on which
side we were using, just in the event that sonething
happened and sonebody, neaning the TEMS or what not,

were not exactly famliar, you know, for some reason
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the sides that we use. AT that tine, Detective
Martinez started his briefing. Basically said that
the Narcotics Unit had been nmaki ng buys out of this
house-- | forget how |l ong he said-- for sone period
of time. He said that these three individuals here,
they believed that these three individuals were there,
however, they weren't sure about one of them They
t hought one of them may have left, but they were
al nost positive that two out of the three were stil
inside. | don't recall the nanmes of the individuals
that he had listed-- that he had pictures of on the
board. | know Detective Martinez pointed to the first
one which was on the far right-hand side. He said--
|”msure he said his nane. | don't recall it. At
sone point, he said that, you know, “W believe that
he’ s a gang banger out of Boston.” | believe they
sai d sone remar ks about having sonme tattoo sonewhere
under his right or left eye. | can't recall which one
exactly. Gave sone brief history as to-- || GIHR
. o' to that
affect, in his background. Moved on to the next two

i ndi vi dual s. | don’t recall if it was the next one or
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the last one he pointed to that said they weren't sure
was in there any longer or may have left. There was

anot her individual he pointed at. | believe-- | can't

recall exactly if he said hiil RN
|
I | focused pretty much on
when he said it the first tinme that that was the
overall-- we know if one person, you | N
I ¢ hat that kind

of sets the nood right there so that we know exactly
what to prepare for. | don't recall if he said that
about the second one or the third one. He gave a
brief rundown on the next two and, |ike | said before,
| mnot sure which one he said he didn’t know was
there anynore. At sone point, he did say that there

i s soneone else-- there is another person there,
another male party, in his sixties, or sixty, also in
the hone. |I'mnot sure if he nmentioned there was a
woman or not. | can't recall. Basically said that

t hey had done some drug buys out of there and that the
house had been active all night; people had been

com ng and goi ng throughout the night, while they were
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preparing this operation. | think once he had given
that portion of the briefing, to ny recollection now,
Sergeant Stuart stepped in and basically made sure
t hat everyone knew what their assignnents were going
to be. | had already been given mne, so | knew what
my assignnent was. Handed out the other assignnents.
The officers on the rake-n-break teans, | believe, one
of the rake-n-break teans was going to use the rake-n-
break instrunment that has a flash bang attached to it.
| can’t recall the name of it. |1’ve never used them
personally, so | don't recall the nane of it.
Essentially, what that is, they rake-n-break the
wi ndow, stick this long netal rod into the w ndow and,
fromwhere your position is, you know, is X anount of
feet away, which is safe for us. It has alittle pin
you clip to a flash bang. You're able to pull from
your distance. It activates a flash bang inside the
roomand it elimnates us having to force a door open
and toss one in and is actually safer for us because,
what happens is, we don’t have to bang the door down
and then throwit. It happens prior to us just

bangi ng on the door so that there’'s enough distraction
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that they may not focus if they have any weapons on us
trying to get in. So he assigned people to the two
rake-n-break teans. Once those assignnents were
handed out, he advised O ficer Sebastian that he woul d
be driving the black SWAT truck, which is essentially
the operators’ transport vehicle. To the best of ny
recoll ection at that point, they said, you know make
sure you're all set and, you know, we’'ll check our
communi cations outside, which is normally what we do.
| think, at that point, we left the second-floor rol
call room and nustered up outside by the SWAT trucks.
To the best of ny recollection, that's directly-- |
think I mght’ ve used the nen’s room before, but
that’s it. Once we were down and we nustered up by
the trucks, | collected the ramthat | had |eft
outside of the blue truck. Everyone basically does
and equi prent check. Sergeant Stuart checked
comuni cations. He went-- we went-- he went through
each SWAT operator, nmake sure the communi cations were
wor ki ng. Everyone gave himthe thunbs up that all the
conmuni cations were on. Once all the comunications

wer e recogni zed as being up and runni ng, everyone had
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their equi pnment, they said-- |oaded us up in the
transport. | don’t recall if anybody-- | don’t recal
i f anybody went into the blue one or not. | don’'t
know. | was in the black transport truck, in the

back, and we left, and then headed over there. At
sonme point, |I don’t know where we were on the way. |
think maybe, if I’mrecalling properly, just fromthe
nunber of feeling of stops and turns in the back, this

particul ar residence wasn’t far away fromthe police

station. | think we were probably around Waverly
Street. | didn't-- | did not personally hear it, but
soneone in the back-- | recall someone in the back

saying, “Did you catch that? or “Did you hear that?
There’ s sonebody that left the house and they’re doing
a buy or a sell right now at the gas station,”
sonething to that affect. So-- which, for us, is a
concern because we were probably thirty seconds from
there, you know. |If we just turn onto Waverly Street,
that |l ocation was fairly fast. So that was good to
know because that could, if they have conmunicati on,
conprom se us pulling us up; nake a call and could

| ead to a danger area for us. Shortly after that
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message cane over the air, we arrived where we were
goi ng, stopped a couple of houses short of the target
house. Once there, we would, you know- once there,
doors opened and we noved out. No lag tine.
Everybody noved fairly quickly. | was probably the
third or fourth person out of the black transport. As
| got out, made sure | had good control of the
battering ram | could see maybe two, coul d’ ve been
three, SWAT operators ahead of ne. They were, you
know, in a trot. You know, you don’t run up full
gusto, but you don’'t want to be-- you don’t want to
lag at this particular tinme, so they had noved at a
trot up there. As | was going up, | could hear a
voice of a female and | heard someone say, you know,
“Get down on the ground. Get down on the ground.”
Made nmy way directly towards my m ssion point, which
was the entrance of the exterior-- of that exterior
door to get into the conmmon hallway. Once | stepped
towards the door, | could see a female | ayi ng on what
is a small front porch. Lieutenant Downi ng was there
with her. O at least | believe it was Lieutenant

Downing. It was dark. It sounded |ike his voice.
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She was down on the ground, making sonme comment. |
can’t recall what it was. | heard what | think is
Li eut enant Downi ng yell for Reardon, “Reardon.
Reardon,” you know, “Take control of her.” She was at
our entrance point and, obviously, at this point,
because of the noise, her yelling, we were conprom sed
as it was. It wasn't-- it wasn’t-- we weren't able to
move quick, go in quietly. | stepped over her, got
into position at the door directly to ny right-hand
side, as we discussed earlier in the briefing.
don’t know who was going passed ne. |’massumng it
was the other breaching team SWAT officers noved
passed ne and went to the other door. |’massumng it
was the original officers that were told to do so.
Once | got to the-- once | got to the breaching-- that
door that | was to breach, got to that point-- I'"ma
ri ght-handed person. 1 like to hold the back of the
ramwith ny right hand. So |I took control of that,
turned, and | was facing the outside door. As I|--
O the door to the right-- inside the hallway, the

door to the right?
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Correct. The door woul d’ve been on ny right. |
turned and faced the exterior door that | just cane
in, and now the door was on ny |eft-hand side, because
|’ mgoing to use the battering ram-
| got you. Got you. Ckay.
-- to hit it.
Got you.
Getting the power fromny right arm
And who was with you at that tinme? Ws Sebastian with
you then? You don't still-- if you renenber.
|-- I don’'t recall if he-- | don’'t know if, at that
time, when the other operators were flow ng in behind
me, | turned as they went by. So now I’'m facing
outside. | don’t know if one of those was O ficer
Sebasti an and he got behind ne and stood there. |
never turned around to | ook.
kay.
|”’ munder the assunption that he did, or sonmebody did,
but I don’t know. | can see-- at that tinme, | can see
Sergeant Stuart. Sergeant Stuart bangs and nmekes the
announcenent, | believe it was, three or four tines,

hitting the door, *“Fram ngham Police search warrant.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

25
Fram ngham Pol i ce search warrant.” |"’mjust waiting
for the word execute. The word execute is what we go
on. He says it over the radio so, once he says
execute, they're going to port the wi ndows, drop the
bang. They're going to nove in for that door. |’'m
going to-- nmy mssionis to nove in this door. At
sonme point, | hear the word execute. Once | hear that
word, | take it. Of | go. | hit the door.
Basically, as | hit the door, the door didn t-- |
don’t recall the door opening. | recall-- fromwhat |
recall, it felt like, and it was fast, and |'’mtrying
to nove quickly, it felt Iike the mddle of the door
kind of just disintegrated. Now, the issue | have is,
|-- the only thing | have left to do is | can haul it
back up again at sone point and try to hit the
doorknob and force it open, but |I'’m defeating the
pur pose of getting in the room So | believe, once
the door, the interior or the m ddle, opens up,
normal ly what | would do is step to the side, drop the
ramand let the stack flowin. But because of the way
t he door - -

What do you nean the stack flow in?




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26
The stack-- the SWAT operators that enter the room we
form up- -
You call themthe stack?
We call thema stack. The reason we call thema stack
is because we line up one individual in a row That
way, if something-- if a threat does cone towards us,
if the first officer goes down, the other officer is
right there to take control of the problem But, if
we go inin along line, soneone can take out the
whole line of us right away. So we go in, one
individual in arow It's called a stack. So,
essentially, what normally woul d happen, if you were
t he breacher, force the door open, step aside and just
throw the ramso that the stack can get in. | would
fall in to be the last man in that stack. Hitting a
door the way that the door broke, |I renenber at the
time thinking the door opened up on nme. It didn't
open, but the inside seened to disappear. | felt, at
that time, it was just better to push ny way through
it so that other people could get through. If I
stepped aside and | didn't continue to break it open

nore, they woul d’ve got hung up. And I don’t know if
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soneone’s in there with a gun so, essentially, it
creates a funnel that they can take rounds in. |
remenber thinking to nyself, push through it. | don't
know if | swng and hit it again, but |I renmenber
br eaki ng t hrough-- sonehow, just breaking through the
door and becoming the first man in. |It’s happened to
me once before. So |I broke through the door and I
remenber standing in the roomas best | can to see if
there was sonebody in there. Normally, what happens
is, if youre the first guy through the door, you’'ll
but t onhook right or left to make sure there’ s no
people in the deep corners that are threats. | didn’t
have the ability to do that because of the force I was
using to push the rest of the door open, which,
obviously, if soneone’s in the deep corners of the
room they can take out the first person that went in.
So | pushed ny way through. | renmenber getting

t hrough the door, trying to | ook as best | could.

Once in, | renmenber throw ng the battering ramonto
the floor somewhere. | don’t know, or renenber,
anybody directly behind nme. | wasn't focusing on

that. | was focusing on the room Once | threw the
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ram down, | reached around and grabbed nmy long rifle,
whi ch was on a harness. | keep-- because |'’mthe--
because | carry the battering ram | don’t have the

ability to approach a building in the ready position
with arifle, or even have ny rifle prepared if
sonet hi ng happens. | have to drop the ram and
probably go directly to nmy sidearm which is fast to
retain because it doesn’'t have a safety on it. So,
once | throw the ramdown in that room | reach over
tonmy left side. | pull out my long rifle into the

| ow ready, flick it on to sem -automatic, and | start
scanning the roomto nmake sure there’s no people in

there or anything that’s threatening towards nyself

and anybody else comng in. | can’t renmenber which
side of the room| scanned directly first. | think,
as | came in, | was pretty close to the wall on the

right-hand side, so | think |I renmenber |ooking rea
quick into the deep corner that there was nothing
there. And then | stayed in the | ow ready and cane
across the roomto see if anything else was in that--
to the left of ne. As | cane to the left of ne,

didn't see anything else directly there. | didn't see
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any threats. | saw what | ooks |ike another open room
in front of ne. It seens, if | think about it, it’'s
probably-- it seens probably the same size roomthat
|"min but nore cluttered. | can’t renenber what was

init. But I nove in. Now | buttonhook right real

qui ck to make sure there’s nothing in that deep

corner. I’mscanning to ook if there’s any other
threats in that particular room | don’t see
anything. | still don’'t know if anybody’'s right

behind ne. W’re generally-- we are generally right
on top of each other. | don't know if anyone was. |
don’t worry about that because normally we are. So if
they’re not, | know they' Il be there in a second. So
| scan real quick. | don't see anyone in there. what
| do see to ny left is a standard doorway with no
door. Now there is no door. Wat there was was, it
seens to me, a black curtain or a black-- scratch
that, brown bl anket or brown curtain, |ong,

t hunbt acked or hanging fromthat doorway on ny side of
the room So | can see that it’s being tacked or

sonething to that affect. | just know that it’s not
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there, you know, permanently. |It’s a curtain stuck up
t here.
Is this-- just excuse ne one second. Is this

separating the first roomthat you went into to the
second roomor is it separating the second roominto
t hat opening, if you foll ow ne?

Yeah, | do. This doorway is, what | believe, |eads
into the other part of the house that the other team
made entry in, maybe a kitchen area, | think.

kay. And that’s where the thing s hanging?

That’s where it’s hanging. | can’'t see through it. |
could see-- that's where | stop. | nmake ny way in. |
secure the first room | don’'t see any threats. WMake
my way to the second room | secure as best | can.
It’s a quick scan. | didn’'t do a detailed search. |
did a quick scan to nake sure nobody’s standing there.
| wouldn’t have been able to tell if sonebody was
hiding in something. | stop. | see that doorway. |
recogni ze that as a threat because, obviously, it’s a
doorway, but there’s no door and it’s not shut.
Anyt hi ng can cone through it.

Correct.
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| see it. | focused inonit. I'mstill at the |ow
ready. |I'mlooking at it. Now, as |’mgoing that, |

can hear on the other side of the curtain, “Police.

Police. Fram ngham Police.” | hear-- | hear
sonething to the affect of, |I believe it was, “Cone
out. Cone out.” Definitely, at sonme point, I'mstill
in there. 1 heard, “CGet down on the ground. Get down

on the ground.” So | know, at that point, that they

have people on that side. | say-- | think at the sane
time, | was about to say it, or sonebody said it, so |
know now sonebody’s there anyway. | renenber reaching

my left hand up to grab the curtain to rip it down and
| hear-- | hear, “Blue,” which is a code for us so
that cops we can’t see on the other side know it’s not
a bad guy com ng through with a gun; it’s another cop.
You say that?

| say it, and sonmeone else next to nme says it.

think it was Sergeant Stuart.

Ckay.

| recognize his voice. W yell, “Blue. Blue. Blue.
Blue. Blue. Blue.” And that is so that the cops on

t he ot her side know, when that conmes down, it’s a cop
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com ng through. Don’t shoot. And | hear-- | believe
| hear fromthe other side of the curtain, “Blue.
Blue. Blue.” So they-- now we both know that that
one spot, there s another cop standing there.
reached up with ny left hand. | grab it. | ripped
the curtain down. So now | have at |east |ine of
sight to that room |[|I’mstill standing at that
doorway because there hasn’t been a detailed search in
that room | don’t recall seeing a spot--
Did you-- because there hasn’t been detailed search
in the roomthat you' re in now, not where the other
bl ue is.
Correct.
Ckay. Alright.
| don’t know what’s going on in there. | just-- |
know that they're yelling sonmething to the words of,
“Cone out,” or |I know they' re yelling, “Get down. Get
down.” So | know they have contact. 1-- 1 had no
contact. So | had not done a-- but | had not done a
detailed search. | don’t renenber seeing anything in
t hat room Trying to think back, | don't renenber

seeing anything that worried ne. Like there could ve
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been soneone tucked under sonething that | didn't

But, normally, we would | ook in everything; cubby

see.

hol es, everything, because, when soneone hears the

police, they can go anywhere and you don’t know what

they have. So we normally, once we secure a room

it’s taken ground. W own it. W say okay. Now

we're |ike okay, nake sure there’s nothing in here so

we know, if we’'re standing there, nothing’ s com ng out

to get us. That curtain-- that curtain cones down.

still hear the commands, “Get down. Get down.”

don’t see anything. | have line of sight into that

ki tchen, but wherever that’s comng from and, at

t he

time, it sounds like it’s comng fromaround the right

side of that room | can hear it, but | can’t see it.
There is-- | believe there is a light on in the
kitchen. It was lit. That particular roomseened to

me that it’s lit at the tine.
Your room- the other two roons that you were in

before, do they--

| think they were dimy lit or-- | believe there was

light in there. | don’t know- not super bright,

yeah, they were light. They were lit, yes.

but ,
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Ckay.
| remenber-- |I'’mpretty sure because | didn't need to
use-- | have a-- | have a-- | have a light on ny |ong

gun, on the grip. |If I touch the grip, ny light--

It’1l go on.

-- it will activate if I want it to. And | don't
remenber using that. | think it was lit. The voice
commands are still comng fromthe kitchen area, or

what | think was the kitchen area, that other room
that | tore the curtain down from | believe, at this
time, it’s Sergeant Stuart. It sounded-- you know, |
never turned around. Says to ne, “Go with them Go
with them” meaning they probably need trailers. He
knows, or whoever it is knows, that we don’t have
sonebody. They have contact. You know, we don’t know
what’s going to happen. You know, get in with them so
t hey have enough bodies. At that tinme, | enter what |
still think is the kitchen. 1 do a quick scan. As I
do, on ny right-hand side, | see two-- two roons, or
one roomto ny far left, that’s lit. And it seens to
me, if | think back, it seened |ike a small pantry or

sonething to that affect. | don't recall what it was.
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It was to the far left of ne, on the right side wall.
There’s a little room | renenber sonething in there.
To the far right. Your far right. And then in the
left.
So, if | enter this kitchen area fromthat door, which
is like aliving room | |ooked-- | scanned qui ck.
The door that they entered in is over here.
The right.
The second teamis on ny left. The door that the
second team -
Yes, the left, okay.
So | know they’ ve been passed there. So | scan right
and | see a roomto nmy far left and | see another
doorway, which seens to be a dark hallway. There’s
two SWAT operators init.
That one to the right?
Yes, the dark hall way.
kay.
Is to the right.
kay.
To nmy recollection, | remenber seeing two SWAT

operators. | nove up with them or | just start
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nmovi ng out of that doorway, and | go to get into a
stack with those officers, | guess because, in ny
m nd, they had nmade contact with someone. So | don’t
know what threat they have so | want themto have the
manpower. As | approach, | can see that the hallway’'s
dark. 1 can see that there’'s SWAT operators in front
of me and | can see a light at the end of that
hal | way, on the right-hand side, a doorway that's lit,
on the right-hand side.
| nsi de the hal |l way?
| nsi de the hallway, toward the back of it. Just
before | got to those operators, or as | got to those
operators, I’mnot sure. They take off and they nake
a-- they take off down that dark hallway and nmake
entry into a roomdown there. | think it was the lit
room |I’'mnot-- |I"mnot a hundred percent sure. But
they take off and now they’ ' re entering a room and
they’re gone. | don't even see them As | step in
onto the threshold, |I could see that it's dark. There
seens to be obstacles in the hallway, disheveled,
appeared di sheveled to ne. | see a man laying on his

stomach sonewhere in the hallway, probably, if I were
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to guess, a couple of feet passed the threshold, maybe
two, three feet passed the threshold. [I-- that’s
trying to recollect distance in darkness. So, as |--
now, the other two SWAT operators are gone. | |ook
down. | see the individual laying there. At that
time, his-- he’s laying on his stomach. Hi s hands
are, | believe, above his-- | believe his el bows were
resting on the floor. H's hands and fingers were
open, and they were not on his head. They were
hovering by his head. So | see-- | see that. As I|I--
as | approach himat the threshold, | recall his-- 1
recall his head noving up towards ne and his hands
nmoving like in a notion of, you know, who's this,
what’s coming in here. So | see the hands nove and
the head go up, not a great distance, just enough
where ny attention automatically went to his hands and
hi s head.
How far do you think you were from himthen?
Probably the-- probably the two feet.
Probabl y-- were you inside? You had just crossed the
t hr eshol d?

| probably just crossed-- crossed the threshol d.
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Al right.

So | see the novenent. So, at that tinme, | see the
nmovenment. 1-- | have ny long rifle in the | ow ready.
| point it in his direction. At this tinme, | know- |
could-- | can hear-- | can still hearing yelling

com ng fromthat roomdown there. So I’ m assum ng,

because | hear that yelling, that they have contact

with sonmething at that end of the room out of ny
sight, in another roomat the end of that hallway

| ooks up to sone degree. The hands nove. MW

. He

attention’s focused on him Long rifle pointed at him

at that tinme, basically, because | didn't-- | don

know, at that point, you know, what’s around him

"t

The

novenent automatically draws ny contact. So | have

him | know now- I'min this position. | know now

the ot her SWAT operators nove qui ckly. They went

in

for the other threat. 1’m/looking at the other room

It's disheveled in the area that he’s in. | know t hat

t hose SWAT operators had not checked himfor any

weapons. | know that there was no check of the area

for any weapons, other than maybe a quick one with

their eyes. And whether they saw sonething or--




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

39
don’t know. So | make a decision at that point. M
options are focus on himlike this and say, “Don’t
nmove. Don’t nove.” But what happens if there’s a gun
or sonet hing hi dden anywhere and he just reaches
qui ck? What happens? Well, I'mstill in a position
where | got to nake a decision. Do | fire? Do | not
fire? And in my mnd, as quickly as it was going, |
made the decision, I'"'mgoing to take that out of this
equation. | decided I’"’mgoing to go on the side of
him get his hands behind his back; not handcuff him
but just tighten up on his hands and kneel down on him
so that | know he can’t reach for anything at all,
period. It takes-- in the back of my mind, it takes
any threat that nmay be soneplace | can’'t see,
soneplace | can’'t see, out of the equation, as far as
any firearns or weapons. So, at that point, he' s on
the ground. | don't recall if he's-- | don't recal
the way that he’s laying; if he was directly straight,
parallel with the wall, or if he was cockeyed.
can’t renenber. It seens to nme that he was-- he may
have been laying at an angle, where his head was

towards ne, but his body may have been conm ng towards
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the right side of the hallway. I-- it was dark. At
that tinme, | cone around the right side of him |
take a couple of steps and | cone around the right
side of the-- of the-- of the man on the ground, on
the floor. For some reason, | don't know if-- | think
| was sonewhere around his shoul ders, or just passed
his shoulders, | don’t know if | stepped on sonething
with ny right foot, or whatnot, but, for some reason
| had to step backwards with ny |eft foot, or not
backwards, but to ny left, which is essentially the

spot-- the area | had cone from So | step with ny

right. | started to make that notion and, all of a
sudden, | felt, for some reason, | had to step left.
So, as | stepped to nmy left, | just-- | lose ny-- for
sone-- sone way, | lose ny balance. | start to fal
over. |'m- |’magoing backwards. | renmenber it was

very quickly, but | start going backwards. This-- |
think ny right foot’s comng off the floor. We-- wth
our tactical equipnment and everything, it’s just
awkward. | start-- | start going backwards. | think
that | lose, or let go of, my grip on ny |ong gun

because I'mfalling over. And | don't knowif, in the
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back of ny mnd, I'mtrying to reach and trying to hit
the wall, so | don't go all the way over. But | find
nmyself falling back and to the left or-- and ny arns
out like this, or just out, trying to say, basically,
“Ch, shit. Here |l go,” factor. So |I’m going over.
As |’ m going over, at sone point, my long rifle's
pointing in the direction of the person on the fl oor.
l’mtrying to consciously, as I'mfalling over, say to
mysel f-- when |’ msaying the oh shit factor, pull ny
gun, ny long rifle, away, but |’m going over. At sone
point, | hear the discharge of a firearm | don't
know if it's-- | don't knowif it’'s when | first start
goi ng over or when | inpact, but | do inpact with the
wal |, the corner of that-- sonmewhere between the wall
and the corner of the threshold, | inpact with the
wall. |I'mlaying there. Now I’mlaying on the
ground. I’mlaying on the ground in front of the
person that | was trying to secure. | don’t recal
exactly where ny entire make-up of ny body was, but
my-- ny-- ny ass is on the ground. M back is
somewhere against the wall. The long rifle-- | want

to-- | think the long rifle was resting sonmewhere on
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me. And I’mnot sure if even a part of it |anded
anywhere on top of himor whatnot. For a second, the
di scharge-- | heard the discharge. It was al nost |ike
there was a shot fire. And it took a second for it to

settle in that, you know, Jesus, was that nmy rifle?

Now I’mresting on the ground on ny rear-end. | |ook
down at-- I'mliterally alnmst on top of him | think.
| can see his head. | |ooked down at himand now I

can see under his-- under his, what would essentially
be his left shoul der, which was still-- nowis |ike
this. | can see-- now!| start to see blood cone out
from somewhere under the-- sonewhere under the |eft
shoul der area. | hear a voice fromout in the hall,
or out-- not in the hall, fromout in the kitchen
area, or what | believe is a kitchen. | can't tel

you that it is. | think it was, wherever that roomis
behind ne. | hear a voice, you know, “Wat was that?

What happened? What’s going on” sonething to that

affect. At that tinme, | yell, “Man down. Man down.
Man down,” two or three tines. | don’t renenber if
sonebody-- | was trying to get up. | don’t renenber

i f sonebody helped nme up. | know | was on the deck
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and I-- | don't remenber if, when | was trying to get
up, if sonmebody cane in and helped lifted ne. | know,
at sone point, sonmebody was right behind ne, |ike,

“Back up. Back up,” like, “Let’s get you out of this

room Let’s get you out of this particular room”
Then | heard sonebody in that room- | don’t know who
it was. | believe it was Lieutenant Downing, but |I’'m
not a hundred percent-- yelling for the TEM5 to get
the TEMS in there, which the tactical nmedics. Once |
was in the kitchen, I think it was-- | think it was

Li eut enant Downi ng, said, “Wat happened? What
happened?” | told him | said, “I fell or | tripped.”
| can’'t renmenber exactly what | said. At that tineg,

t hey took-- he took nme, or sonebody took ne, and he
noved nme into the original roomthat-- the room
directly off the kitchen that | had secured prior to
pull'ing the blanket down. | renmained in that room
for, I don't know, a mnute, maybe a m nute. And then
Sergeant Scibilio, who's a nenber of the SWAT Team
canme in and said, “Are you okay? Are you okay?” |

said, “Yeah, I’"mokay. | was not hit,” sonmething to

that affect. “No.” “Alright. Stay calm” And |
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t hi nk, probably within a mnute of that, he had nme out
of there. | don't renenber if-- | renenber he took ne
too. | don't renmenber if anybody else did too, but |
think it was himthat got ne out of the house. Got ne
out of there. | nmet up wwth Oficer Eliadi. 1’ m not
sure if I nmet up with himinside and he canme out with
us or if we nmet right outside. Basically, Sergeant
Scibilio said, you know, “Cone with ne,” and he took
us over to-- if |I walked out the front door, it would
be over to the left. It was like a tractor or sone
construction equi pnment over there. Took us-- took
nyself and O ficer Eliadi over there and basically
told, you know, O ficer Eliadi, you know, “Stay with
Paul. Stay with Paul. Don’'t |eave his side.”
t hi nk maybe- -
Wiy don’t we just stop your thing at this tinme and | et
us just-- and then we’'ll go on fromthere. W’IIl just
go back and ask a coupl e questions about the incident.
s that alright?
Sure. Can | get sone water?
Sure. Wen you' re confronting the individual when

he’s on the floor and he’'s got his hands up, |ike you
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said, noving them and you re thinking about, you
know, the area, | understand, if there s weapons
underneath him whatever. You don’t know. As far as
you know, he hasn’t been secured. You re deciding
what you're going to do with him
Yes.

Right? And you said that, you know- you said, at one
poi nt, whether fire or not. | don’t know what you
meant by that.

Did | say-- | guess, what I'mtrying to--

| don’t-- just give nme your interpretation because |
believe that’s what | heard. | could be wong.
(Unknown) What | think he said was he was trying to
decide if the man reached for sonething, what would he
do. Wuld he fire or--

(Forster) There you go. GCkay. Sorry. Wat you--
yes-- okay. Alright. | just want to clear that.

Yeah.

That’ s in your head at that tinme and you deci de that
you want to go and secure him you know, fromthe

rear, whatever you're going to do. Wen you're in the
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| ow ready before that-- before that-- while you're
di scussing that, your trigger finger on the outside?
My trigger finger is on the outside of the trigger
guar d.
The trigger guard, okay. Did it ever, at that point
when you were thinking that, go into the trigger guard
at all?
No.
Ckay. Alright.
Not at all.
And so these questions | have to ask, okay.
| under st and.
And the other thing | had asked too because | didn't
interpret the whole--
No, | understand.
Now |’ m squar ed away.
| under st and.
You know, what you' re going to do if sonething
happens. | understand. You decided to go around.

kay.
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| was at-- | wanted to take-- | wanted to take the
ability for himto reach for anything if it was there
conpl etely out of the equation--
O course. O course.
-- which is why | made the decision to nove around to
try and secure his hands.
kay. Okay. And so, even when you’' re thinking that
in your hand, you still stayed | ow ready, finger
out si de.
Correct.
Ckay. And at that point when you go in that and you
start doing that, when you start-- that’s when you
start |osing your bal ance, or whatever you want to
call it--
Yeah.
-- like your left leg, you start-- | understand what
you’' re sayi ng, okay. And you take your hand-- and
t hen you take your hand off your long rifle because
you’ re thinking you m ght go down and-- are you
braci ng yourself? |Is that basically the way I'm

interpreting it?
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There’'s a-- the rifles that we have have a grip at the
front-- the bottomfront portion of the rifle.
kay. Yeah.
And t hat - -
And that’s what you’'re hol di ng.
-- that’s to better control the rifle.
Ri ght .

And also, it activates the lighting nmechani smon the

rifle.
kay.
As |-- as I'mfalling, | could see-- | see ny hand in
front of me. So, as I'mfalling, | can only assune it

was instinct for nme to go put ny hand out to see if |

could grab or hit sonmething, rather than fal

backwar ds.

Ckay.

But it-- I didn't make-- by the tinme | made contact
with the wall, or wherever | was, | was already deep

into the fall.
kay.
(Fer guson) Was your intention, because | can

visual too, it seens to ne your intention was-- you
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were noving to the right. Ws your intention to
straddl e himand get -- when you' re noving to the
right, your foot hits sonmething, so you went-- so when
you're nmoving to the right and your foot hits
sonet hi ng, you went to go back to the |left because
your foot hit an obstruction, and that’s when you
started to | ose your bal ance.

As |"'mnoving to the right--

(Forster) You start crouching down too, right?
Wll, as I'’'m- as I'm- |'’malready-- ny knees are
already bent. |I'mnoving. As I’mnoving to the

right, ny intentionis, if I can get on top of himto-

- technically, what you'll do is, I'll whack the gun
on safe. On ny harness, | can spin it. Because it’s
on a harness, | can push it to nmy left. Essentially,
based on the position I'd be in, 1'd be able to take
my right knee, put it on his back and just-- | don’'t
even know ny intention. | think my intention was to

handcuff him M intention was to grab his thunbs or
hi s hands- -

And secure hi s hands.
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-- and get them behind his back, just tighten up on
them so | know he’s not reaching for anything.
Al right.
And also, if I’"’mgoing that, and I’mon top of him
and 1" m hol ding his hands, and | know he’s not
reaching for anything, there s probably enough room
for other SWAT guys to run passed ne if sonething bad
happens in those other roons. | know he’s not going
nowhere and they can still get in and hel p those guys.
| don’t know, it’s hard for ne say, what happened t hat
made-- that made ne all of a sudden have to nove to ny
left. | know sonething with this foot and then, al
of a sudden, | had to step to ny left-hand side.
Well, it’s close quarters and it is cluttered in
there. | nmean, | nean, | was in there, so |I-- you
just said the lighting wasn’t that great, or was there
no lighting in there?
| think--
Did you ever get to turn your, like you said, the

front--
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To the best of ny-- to the best of ny recollection,
there was anmbient lighting fromthe back, behind ne,

and then the--

The kit chen.
-- and to the right. 1It’s the kitchen and that lit
room -

That gave you a little light in there.

That gave ne enough |ight to--

Oper at e.

-- to operate, to see him but not enough light to see
if there was any--

Sur e.

-- any dangerous objects there.

kay.

(Fer guson) And you began to | ose your bal ance when
you had to nmake that transition fromgoing to the
right, back to the left--

Back to the left.

That’ s when you | ost your bal ance and you had to take
that left hand off of that-- off of that--

The gri p.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

o O » O >» O »

>

52
-- front grip and bring it-- bring it onto your back
to catch yoursel f.
| think it was instinct just to do that.
(Forster) Yeah, sure.
Just if you were to fall back--
Yeah.
-- go this.
Absol utely.
(Fer guson) So, when you do that, all you have |eft
is your-- is your |left hand on the grip--
Ri ght hand.
(Forster) I'msorry, right hand on the grip and, you
know, your finger outside. And so you're really not
goi ng to have good control of the weapon then.
mean, | don’t know how nmuch those things-- heavy or
not, but--
| couldn’t give you an accurate weight on it.
Yeah.
But it’s, | nean-- it’s not-- because of the | ength of
it, it seems to ne that it dips.
D ps down.

It’s not a handgun, so--
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How long is it, about?
lt-- it--
We could find that out anyway.
It varies in |length, depending on the stock. The
stock of the weapon is adjustable. And you could have
that-- and that is because we all cone in different
shapes and sizes. You find the length of the stock.
You adjust it so that you know when, if you have to
fire, you can pull that weapon up into the firing
position and it’s tight against your tactical vest.
Sone people, they have longer arns. So that’s why
t hey make it adjustable.
(Unknown) Paul, did you attenpt to maneuver your rifle
once you knew t hat you were goi ng back?
Yeah, when |-- | renenber, as |I'mfalling backwards,
at sone point, | consciously, at sone point, | see ny
| eft hand and | know that my right hand has the rifle.
So I'mtrying to pull it amay. |I'’mtrying to nove it
away. | renmenber just trying to nmove it. |I'mtrying
to get it toward the wall sonehow, but it was so--

Alright. | see what you’ re saying.
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But it-- it was-- it’s-- as long as it sounds |ike
this took, it was-- it seens to me like nowit was a
mllisecond where | just--
(Fer guson) But your finger had to go into that
trigger guard-- into that trigger to control the
weapon. You didn't perceive a threat.
No. There's a small-- under the trigger guard for
this-- under the trigger guard for this particular
weapon, there is what | would classify as a smal
handle, or a small grip, simlar to the grip on your
handgun. | don’t know the actual size.
(Forster) Wwere is it? Were would it be again, the
grip?
Simlar to your sidearm
Yeah, but where would it be on the weapon?
The sane place it is on your handgun.

kay. Alright. Aright. Yeah.

| don’t know. | couldn’t give you, you know, the
proper dinmensions of it. But, as I'm- as I'm- |ike
| said, as |I’m going backwards, or falling, | can-- |

was trying to control that. But it seened to ne that

there’s a thousand thoughts going on in ny head,
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basically, | don’t know where |I'’m going over. And it
was just so quick. | know, prior to falling, ny index
finger was on the outside of the trigger guard. And |
don’t know- | nean--

Whet her it made it in there or not when you were
falling.

But, at some point, the weapon di scharged.

Yeah.

(Fer guson) So we don’t know if the weapon

di scharged because you pulled the trigger or because
of the inpact of you falling.

| just know that it discharged. | don’'t know
consciously that nmy finger was in there. | just know
t hat the weapon di scharged.

(Forster) It never fell out of your hand-- the gun?

The gun never fell out of ny hand.

kay.

| nmean, I-- no, | don’t think. No, the gun didn't
fall out of nmy hand. | don’t know where it--

As you were falling, | neant.

Yeah.

That’s all | nmeant, you know.
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No. And | just-- | don’'t know where I-- | don’t know
where it landed on me, or with ne, specifically. |
can’t recall; this far out fromne; that far in. It
seens to ne it was close this way, towards ny body
sonmewhere. But-- and then, obviously, that one second
where it took me just to figure out, you know, all of
a sudden I know now, well, I'’mon the floor. 1'm you
know, out of it, nmeaning I’min a serious danger zone
here, you know, I'mnot up. |I’mnot upright. M
weapon is not tucked in with nme. And that’s when
hear, you know, “What do we got? Wat happened? What
do we got?” And | |ooked down and | start seeing the
bl ood conme out. So that’s when | yelled, “Man down.
Man down.”

And when you actually did fall back, you felt |ike you

were up against the wall, inside that hallway?

| feel like when I-- | feel |ike where I |anded--
Yeah.

-- sonmewhere where |-- | can’'t recall, you know, if I

made a little step, or whatever, to try and contro
nmyself, but | feel like where | |anded was al nost

that-- alnmost |ike nmy-- alnost |ike ny body went
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sonewher e passed, you know, his el bow and arm m ght’ ve
been out here because | feel |like |I |anded against the
wal |, but-- I know I |anded against the wall, but it’s
hard to say, with all that stuff on when, if | hit the
wall, | continued to slide. | renenber being agai nst
the wall. Then | don’t know if was right at the
t hreshol d because, once |I hit with all that stuff on,
alot of it is front-heavy too or off-- | should say
off tony left side. M mask is in the back, off to
my-- | believe it’s off to ny left, so | grab with ny
weak hand. M two flash bangs are here. MW two
magazi nes for ny long rifle, ny two magazines for ny
handgun, ny radio, all that’s on the left side of ne.
So, as I'm you know, going over with all this stuff,
once you hit, it's alnost like it just-- you hit and
then keep sliding to ny right as | hit the wall.

So, when you were sliding, you were alnost sliding to
behi nd him

l-- 1 hit-- I think when | fell, I-- it was over--
over-- over maybe his el bow this way.

kay.
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Because, when | |anded, when it was all done and |
| anded, | could see the top of his head, and it was
close tonme. So |l wasn't really far away because it
was so tight.
Ri ght .
| think that the doorway, that little corner of the
doorway, stopped nme from going any further. But

that’ s-- that’'s-- that’'s how cl ose we were when

| anded.
Paul, I don’t-- you mght’ ve said it. Wen he was
doi ng his hands, were you giving himorders to-- in

ot her words, were you giving himany commands?

| didn’t give himany commands.

No commands. So no tal k?

| never gave himany commands. Once those SWAT
operators went by, obviously, I-- well, | shouldn’t
say obviously. | assunmed at that point, because al
had heard at that point, was, you know, “Cone out.
Conme out,” and, you know, “Get down. Get down. GCet
down,” that he had been given those conmands. That’s

why he was down and not novi ng.
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Yeah. You had no idea if he was searched for weapons
or anything at that point. No one--
Because | cane out so quickly--
Yeah.
-- and got into that stack and they took off, when
got there, obviously, it was dark, but there was
nobody-- nobody on top of him-
Ri ght .
And if | didn’t see it and nobody was on top of it
hol di ng his hands, then, in nmy mnd, he has not been
sear ched.
O course. Ckay. Yeah.
And just fromny nenory and the way that that hallway
| ooked, it seened to nme that | renmenber thinking to
myself that there’s way too many spots where sonet hi ng
coul d be.
Alright. Let’s take a break fromthat part. Now go
back to the part where, you know- -
(Fer guson) You' re out si de.
(Forster) You' re outside. And you're with Sergeant--
what’s his nane?

Sci bilio.
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(Fer guson) Left with Eliadi.
Sergeant Scibilio left nme with Eliadi.
kay.
Which is, for nme at that point, was probably a confort
t hi ng because we both transferred here from
Shrewsbury. So we have that relationship where we’ ve
just known each other. So it was, | think, probably
good that, you know, basically all Chris did was say,
you know, “It’s okay. Stay calm” you know, “Are you
okay?” He checked-- you know, we know each other’s
famlies, you know, too, and stuff. You know, “Are
you okay?” “Yes.” He basically, at that point, you
know, didn't really ask me anything. He just was
there, pretty much, for noral support, confort me, you
know, “It’s going to be okay. W'’re going to get
through this,” kind of a thing. | don’'t renenber how
| ong-- | renmenber being out there talking to him
(Forster) Did you tell-- did you tell those guys
briefly what you thought happened in there at all, if
you renenber, |ike, you know, you fell, like you told
us? Was there anything like that to any of those

guys, if you renenber?
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| mght' ve said | tripped, | fell, you know.
Al right.
| don’t remenber. To be honest, | just don’t renenber
if I was just saying, you know- you know, |ike, you
know - you know- | can't-- howdid | fall or how did
| fall, something to that-- sonething to that affect.
| remenber when | was with Chris, seeing-- seeing the
mal e party that was on the floor, or | assuned it was,
bei ng taken out on a stretcher out of the house and
directly into the anbul ance within, you know,
obvi ously, you know, within several m nutes of the
incident, into the anbul ance, and | don’t recall how
Il ong he was in the anbulance for. | don’t renmenber if
| saw t he anbul ance leave. | just wasn’t-- at that

point, wasn't focused on that.

So you were still outside by that heavy equi pnent?
Yeah. | never-- | never left that area until 1-- |
never left that spot outside until | left the area
altogether. | remained at that spot.

Paul , far as you know, once you-- you know, those guys
went to the back room and you were, you know,

attenpting to secure the guy on the floor, do you know
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i f anybody el se was around you at all at that tinme? |
mean, not civilians, but any other police officers, if
you recal |l ?
Prior to the shot being fired?
Prior to the shot being fired, yeah.
| don’t-- unless sonebody was in the room behind mne- -
Yeah.

-- nobody was in the hallway with ne that | could see.

| nmean, it was dark. | don’t know if anybody was down
the end popping out. [I-- it’s-- right after the shot
was fired, | renenber, like | said, the shot-- as soon

as | saw the bl ood and said, “Man down. Man down,” |
was up. | don't know if sonebody hel ped ne up to get
all the way on ny feet. But |I was instantly renoved
to that other room Once | was, you know, renoved
fromthe house-- once the shot was fired, | was
totally out of play anyway and, you know, | never
heard anyt hi ng about, you know, this is what’s going
on, this is what happened. There was no play by play,
you know, for me. Wen | was outside by the tractor,
or whatever piece of equipnment that was, | said-- |

saw himgo out on the gurney. | don’t know how many
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m nut es had passed. Maybe ten mnutes. | don’t know
if it was even that long. It probably was ten
mnutes. It felt nmaybe around there sonmewhere. One

of the-- one of the drug cars pulled up or one of the-
- one of the cars the narcotics guys uses, nothing we
woul d recogni ze as a police car-- | know t hat because
you don’t a guy ny size in the backseat with all that
stuff on. It was inpossible. | think it was
Detective Gutwill got out of the driver’'s seat and
Sergeant Stuart canme over and said, “W're |eaving.”
You know, “We're out of here. “Don’t touch your
weapons, but make sure it’s on safe. W don’'t want it
di scharged in the car,” which we did. And | got in
the back seat, on the driver’s side. Eliadi got in

t he back seat, on the passenger side. Sergeant Stuart
got in the driver’s seat. W left that area there.

Up Fountain, over the bridge, | think Dudley, and |
don’t know. | can’t remenber. | was in the back
seat, nunber one, and then the incident just happened.
After that, | don’t recall which way he went, if he
went Franklin Street or went to the Ave.

He went to the station.
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Directly back to the P.D., parked in the parking |ot,
opened the-- you know, got out of the car. Sergeant
Stuart, | renenber himagetting out of the car and
checking the interior of the car wwth a flashlight
real quick, l|ooking through it, and then-- and, from
there, Sergeant Stuart said, you know, “Don’t talk to
anybody. Don’t say anything until we go in the
building. W’'re going right up to the chief’s
conference room” which would be the roomwe’'re in
right now Al of us came up here. The door was
| ocked. Sergeant Stuart unlocked it. Canme in. | was
with Chris Eliadi. | think a couple-- Sergeant Stuart
said, you know, “Don’t touch any of your equi pnent.
Don’t do anything.” He said, “I’'ll be back in like
two mnutes.” He left and secured-- he went and got a
long rifle box for evidence. Cane back. Took off ny
harness and ny long rifle. Secured it in a box, as
is. | think, at that point--
This is probably a stupid question but, the |ong
rifle, it’s sem-automatic. It goes back down. But
it doesn’t cock back.

No, there’s no hanmmer on it.
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Alright. Oay. Sorry.
VWll, essentially, there’s three settings. If you
were-- if you were holding it in your hand-- if you
held this weapon systemin your right hand and you
| ooked at it, there’s a small lever on the left side
of it. You d be staring at it. If it’s facing what |
woul d say is probably nine o’ clock, it’s on safe. It
faces twelve o' clock, it’'s on sem-automatic. |If it
faces three o' clock, it’s on full auto and you can
di sperse your entire nmagazi ne.
Ckay.
It was essentially, after the shot was fired, it was
secured on-- placed on safe. Once he secured the
weapon in here, | think that door opened and the chief
stepped in for a mnute, just to nmake sure | was okay.
| think that was-- once that was done, basically, told

himthat | was going to go to the hospital and get

eval uated nedically and Eliadi and nyself-- | left ny
tactical vest in here. | don't remenber if | left
anything else. | know ny tactical vest was in here.
Sergeant Stuart had my long rifle. | asked himif

they wanted ny sidearm and they weren’'t concerned with
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it at the tine. They said, “No, | don’t think we need
it, but secure it in your |ocker,” which is what | do
anyway.” Back to the |ocker room right here, | put
on civilian clothes, and O ficer Eliadi took nme over
to Metro West Medical for evaluation
(Fer guson) So do you know where your tactical vest
IS now?
No.
Were you wearing gl oves?
Yes.
Are they in your |ocker?
| don’t know. | nean, I-- I'"m- | would assune, if |
didn't leave themin here, that they would be either
in ny locker or in ny SWAT bag, which is, last tine
saw it, was at ny locker, at the outside. They're
| ong bl ack gl oves.
Do you mnd if we just take one break? W’II| just
stop the tape for a second. You m nd?

Sur e.

LT. FORSTER: This is Lieutenant Ed
Forster again. W’'re back interviewng Oficer

Paul Duncan. [It’s 5:27 p.m
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Basically, | don’'t believe | have anything nore to
ask. Paul, is there anything you want to, you
know, say to us, or | haven’'t asked, maybe? |
don’t know how el se to phrase it, other than that.
QG her than that, | don’t have anything el se to ask
you.
| really can’t think of anything right now, no.
Ckay.

LT. FORSTER W' re all set here. Ckay.
W' re goi ng back off.
Thank you, Oficer Duncan.




